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Introducing a structured literacy approach
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Tonga Language Week has new
lea-faka Tonga goals

Minister for Pacific Peoples Aupito William Sio is urging Tongans
everywhere to embrace Uike Katoanga'i ‘o e lea faka-Tonga - Tonga
Language Week 2022, to help stop the decline in its use by the New
Zealand born Tongan population

@news Top Stories  Latest  New Zealand ~ World  Sport ¥  Te Ao Maori  En|

Report will reveal 'dire state’ of literacy in
Aotearoa - expert

®0 #33 R2minutes

] ] I TEaT -
Readingblock: NZ's falling

School News & - 2 days ago

o= 0O

f vy ¢ &

Mon. Mar 21 + Source:

It is expected a report into where Aotearoa New Zealand is at in terms of
literacy achievement will reveal the "dire state” of it. an expert says.
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Call for literacy approach which saw dyslexic
boy thrive
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READING WITH THE LIGHT SWITCHED ON

o Steen Videbeck - 26 November, 2021
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Report will reveal 'dire state’ of literacy in Aotearoa = arong. has a busband, Tim, and three children diagnosed with
Texpert ©izE The mother of a son with dyslexia wants the literacy approach that has

seen him make major progress implemented in all schools.
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New Zealand's reading light has been dimming for some time.

International assessments show New Zealand's reading performance has fallen, and that Maori and Pasifika
students are particularly underserved
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Damning report exposes declining
literacy rates

ning om

Low passrates in trial of NCEA
literacy and numeracy tests
alarm principals

RNZ

Behind the statistics, our failure has a human face. Kids who label themselves as being ‘dumb’ because they are
struggling to learn to read. Kids who withdraw from learning.

Despite the challenges, there are many reasons to be optimistic. A revolution in the way literacy is taught in New
Zealand schools is underway.

Julie Clothier's daughter, who has dyslexia, was read to from 10 weeks old. Photo / Supplied o TEam o

Damning new report finds two in five
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Throughout the country, teachers and concerned parents have questioned the poor literacy rates among their [ save A Share

children. Their questioning of the status quo has led them to an evidence-based approach called Structured
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NEW NCEA LITERACY REQUIREMENTS WILL
IMPROVE LONG-RUN PRODUCTIVITY

e Dr Michael Johnston  NZ Herald 12 July, 2022

What Makes a Good Life for Tamariki
and Rangatahi Maori?

It's no secret that low productivity is a major issue for the New Zealand economy. There are many factors
contributing to that.

One, which may sometimes be overlooked, s declining literacy. Research published by the Tertiary
Education Commission in 2014 examined the literacy of a cohort of young people commencing non-
university tertiary education.
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More than half had fteracy skill below those that are considered necessary to operate in an information- New tests could make it harder for some students to get NCEA, principals say. Photo / John Borren, File
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Did the gap close?

More investment in literacy skills
is needed if NZ is serious about
ending persistent disparities for
Pasifika students
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Reading Recovery's refresh - will it satisfy its critics?
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NCEA trials new literacy and numeracy tests, to low pass rates
e Dr Michael Johnston  Newstalk ZB - Heather Du Plessis-Allan Drive 7 September, 2022

There are some worryingly low pass results in a NCEA literacy and numeracy trial.
Year 10 students have trialled the test, which will be made compulsory for year 11 students in 2024,

Michael Johnston, a senior Fellow at The NZ Initiative, states that the tests were designed to reflect real world
usage of reading, writing, and numeracy, and the reason why the students are under performingis attributed to
teaching methods.

“For decades, we've been pursuing methods of teaching reading and writing and numeracy, that are not as
effective as they could be.”

iHeart
Michael Johnston: Senior Fellow at NZ Initiative on the worryingly low pass resuits f...
Heather du Plessis-Allan Drive
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Allin for learning | Kia kotahi te U ki te ako

Being engaged in learning really matters, right from a child's first days in early learning,
throughout primary schooling and secondary schooling. Aotearoa New Zealand's
children need every opportunity to learn, participate, and flourish by regularly attending
school or kura. Every school day is a big day when you are young.

Right now almost half of our tamariki don’t
regularly attend school

Together we’ll change that

Structured literacy provides solid
foundations

By Education Gazette editors Share g Pri
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A structured literacy approach is plugging foundational gaps, with f4

children requiring extra support at a Wanaka school.

v Better Start Literacy Approach
w Student and whanau korero
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School suspensions can help P YR
get support for autistic kids -

* Constructivist
orientation to literacy
teaching (pedagogical

The chickens of negligence have come home to roost - but they're not welcome in the Henhouse of Education. 5
. . ' . . o8 Y THREE constructivism)
PrlnCl als Federatlon reSIdent s we wirote in Insights last week, in a pilot of new liceracy and numeracy assessments for NCEA, only two thirds of
assessed students met a basic standard of adult numeracy and reading ability. Only one third met the standard in MA]OR
writing. « Literate cultural capital
By Dubby Henry O save A Share But rather than taking responsibility for a failing system, the Ministry claimed that ts own study was flawed. They FACTORS at school entry
" weren't alone. A conga line of influential educators assembled to explain away the dismal data. IN (background language

Their most credible argument was that, because the pilot had no personal consequences for the participating
students, they didn't take the tests seriously. But even if al of the success rates come up by ten percentage points FAILURE
when the tests are run for real credits, a quarter of our young people will failin reading and numeracy, and more
than halfin writing.

experiences)

* Failure of Reading
Recovery to fulfil its
stated mission

The thing is, we didn't need the Ministry’s pilot to tell us that we have a real problem with literacy and numeracy.
Many data sources, including international tests like PISA, have been sending warning signals for nearly two
decades. Even if the commentators are right and things are not as bad as the Ministry's pilot suggests, its
disappointing that their first instinct is to be defensive.

Jan Tinetti: Radical changes to how Kiwi kids learn to read | Q+A 2022
:“Z?f"?fym suascmag iy 33 GP Dislike 2> share L Download

3799 views Aua 28.2022 Associate education minister Jan =

We need urgent reform of the way in which these key skills re taught at Primary School. For far too long we've

allowed ineffective methods of teaching to prevail, - Prof James Chapman: The past and future of literacy education in New Zealand: B
Sadly though, without pressure from ordinary New Zealanders, the Ministry and its educational allies are all too : 629 views May 18,2022 The New Zealand Intative Lieracy Workshop - 12 May 2022. Professor

likely just to keep kicking the problem to touch. It will take sustained pressure from parents, employers and those , :S"‘es Chapman: The past and future of literacy education in New Zealand: What's gone wrong and

educators who know how much better things could be, to make a real difference. o e Condo berteg a
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Student struggle:

e Expenss’i" il R e i | = Dire new NCEA results

TVNZ 1 Breakfast Interview - Professor James Chapman and and Dr Jennifer Buckingham
0 Dr Oliver Hartwich  The Australian 3 August, 2022
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Abolish school streaming to
- improve education for Maori
I | students, says research.

Lee Kenny . 05:00, Mar 232022 0906
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Alittle more than half a year after New Zealand Labour came to power in 2017, Education Minister Chris
Hipkins held two education summits. There were 1,400 people at the Auckland and Christchurch events,
which cost NZ$3.1 million to run.

The stated purpose of these summits was grand: “To lay the foundation for the future of learning in New
Zealand.” Or, as Minister Hipkins enjoined participants: “You are here not only because of your passion for
education, but because we need your help, your ideas and your enthusiasm as we seek to build the
world's best education system for every New Zealander.”

If you read the materials on the Ministry of Education's website, you get a flavour of what that meant.

the o i

Asked about the most important values for education, participants settled on “Hauora / Wellbeing,,
“Creativity” and “Whanaungatanga / Family Community”,

MORE VIDEOS

. In hindsight, perhaps they should have selected ‘Excellence", “Academic Knowledge” and “Rigour” instead.
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S — New Zealand's reading light has been dimming for some time.

International assessments show New Zealand's reading performance has fallen, and that Maori and Pasifika
students are particularly underserved.

A new education programme developed by Save the Children New Zealand
THE aims to teach Year 0—13 Gkonga in Aotearoa about their rights under the UN
ABOUTUS  RESEARCH  REPORTSGMEDIA NEWII Convention on the Rights of the Child.

LAND
INITIATIVE

Behind the statistics, our failure has a human face. Kids who label themselves as being ‘dumb’ because they are
struggling to learn to read. Kids who withdraw from learning.

b Streaming in schools: The 'seismic shift’ that's
pite the challenges, there are many reasons to be optimistic. A revolution in the way literacy is taught in New 3 2 A
Zealand schools is underway. looming in education

v Save the Children resources

Throughout the country, teachers and concerned parents have questioned the poor literacy rates among their
children. Their questioning of the status quo has led them to an evidence-based approach called Structured
Literacy.

ILISTENER

5y Mk Rvington

Over the last year, | have seen many examples of outstanding teaching. Educators who have chosen to follow the
science of reading. For these teachers, it was like the light had been switched on. And through their instruction, a
light has also been switched on for the children they teach.

Vaneesa Bellew

numbers, support students affected by Spelling out dyslexics’ needs
The system is stacked against families that can’t afford private help for

dyslexic kids and people working with struggling learners want the
Ministry of Education to do more, reports Vaneesa Bellew, in the second
part of a two-part feature.

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE

@ orvicnseiiomnsion nsighis Newserer 2 seprember, 2022

Conversations That Count - Nga Kdrero Whai Take is back for a third season,
beginning with a kérero about the state of literacy in Aotearoa. We asked Massey

INZ Herald , Wed, 14 Sep 2022, 2:00pm

Wiy AT o ST D CRREBTER 1 Sa el aoen; Families unable to afford private support for dyslexia and other learning

difficulties are coming under “immense stress”, says Jeremy Drummond,
executive director of SPELD NZ.

The New Zealand Initiative has been a trenchant critic of the way literacy is currently taught in New Zealand's
schools. The Ministry of Education has, for far too long. promoted manifestly ineffective approaches. 2

For Specific Leaming Disabilties

%m T o The nationwide not-for-profit support provider has worked in the sector for 50
years. New Zealand statistics for the number of people with dyslexia aren’t

available, butin the UK it's estimated 10 percent of people have the learning
difficulty and in the US as many as 20 percent.

AboutUs v Assessmer Tuition v School v NZQA Cours

Neurodiversity - unlocking the
causes and dispelling the myths

° Listen
prapr—

The cost of diagnostic assessments for dyslexia or related learning differences
ranges from $650 to 51800 a child. Private structured literacy tuition with a
fully qualified tutor costs from $75 to $120 a session.

Of the $20m allocated to supporting students, $2m would go towards support programmes
designed specifically for Maori and Pacific students and $17.4m to schools where greater
proportions of students faced socio-economic challenges.

Drummond says the Ministry of Education should make structured literacy,
considered by many the gold standard for overcoming dyslexia, compulsory in
all schools and children who need extra learning support should get
government funding.
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